Regulatory Guide to Selling at a Farmers’ Market

Insurance

· Consult your insurance company to see that you are properly protected.  Consider a complete liability policy including personal and product liability.
· A copy of proof of insurance covering the business at the market location, with a minimum $300,000 liability, needs to be presented to the market manager prior to participating at the market.
Products

· Fruits and Vegetables – Bulk displays of unpacked fresh fruits and vegetables are not subject to grading, packaging and labeling.
· Closed packages of fresh produce: including honey, cider and maple syrup require:
1. Name of product, e.g. maple syrup
2. Name and address of producer
3. Declaration of quality required for following products when packaged
Potatoes: grade

Apples: variety, grade, NY or New York label

Lettuce: all lettuce must be identified as such

Maple Syrup: grade

Grapes: grade, marked unclassified

Onions: grade, if advertising price

· Dairy – Butter and cheese must be prepackaged and properly labeled.  Refrigeration below 40oF is required.
· Labeling requirements:
Name of product

List of ingredients

Name and address of manufacturer

Net contents

Nutritional labeling if dietary claims are made

· Eggs – cartons must be marked with exact grade, size, name of producer and contents.  Individual - must be weighed, graded and candled
Bulk – displays require size and grade

*Eggs must be stored in a cool place, out of the sun.

· Meat and Poultry – May be sold at the market, IF:

Frozen (less than 320F)

Wrapped, USDA approved and stamped

Package must be identified and labeled with weight, producers name/address.

· Processed Foods – NO unlicensed, home processed canned, low acid or acidified foods, such as home canned beans, peas, corn, meat, meat sauces, tomato sauces, pickles, etc. may be sold.

Jams, jellies, mustards, vinegars, honey and maple syrup are exempt.  Note: Apple cider manufacturers are required to hold a 20c license.

*Must meet requirements of the Health Department and the Department of Agriculture and Markets
· Plants and Nursery Products – includes annuals, perennials, fruit trees, vegetable plants and nursery stock.  Annual registration with Department of Agriculture and Markets, Division of Plant Industry is required.  Houseplants and cut flowers are excluded.

· Crafts – Craft items that are juried by the market committee will be allowed.

*Products NOT specifically listed in these rules and regulations must be pre-approved by the market committee.
